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UM’S MANSFIELD LIBRARY PASSES FEDERAL INSPECTION 
MISSOULA —
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University of Montana recently passed 
an inspection of its Regional Federal Depository Library with flying colors. The Government 
Printing Office in Washington, D.C., conducted the inspection.
Established in 1909, UM’s GPO collection now contains nearly two million items, 
including 250,000 maps, 1.3 million microfiche and 5,000 compact discs. Students, scholars and 
the general public may use GPO materials without charge during normal library operating hours.
The federal report about UM’s GPO program said that the library depository is a solid 
operation that meets or exceeds the requirements of the Federal Library Depository Program. The 
report also said that the library’s strengths are its knowledgeable staff members and their 
commitment to public service.
“Library faculty have done an exceptional job in making this prized special collection 
accessible to all who need access to government information,” said library Dean Frank D’Andraia. 
“Our depository collection is an important resource for all Montanans.”
UM library faculty members are frequently sent to Washington, D.C., for special GPO 
training. Professor Dennis Richards heads the library program.
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Richards said his department was required to do a one-year self-study before the 
inspection. UM’s GPO collection was last inspected in 1992.
The Mansfield Library’s Federal Government Library Program is the largest in Montana 
and one of only 53 regional depositories nationwide. UM earned its regional depository 
designation in 1965. The collection is located on level one of the library’.
GPO publications dating to 1976, as well as some from before, are in the library’s online 
catalog, GrizNet. Because UM is a multicampus university, materials in the online catalog are 
available to students and the public at all UM-affiliated campuses in Missoula, Helena, Dillon and 
Butte.
As a regional depository, Mansfield Library receives 99.8 percent of the items available 
through the Federal Depository Library Program. Some of these materials are available to 
everyone via the Internet, but many are available to the public only by subscription. Depository 
libraries generally are given a subscription. Mansfield Library provides Web site links to GPO and 
other federal Web sites.
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